
SENATOR KENNEDY AND CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $100,000 FOR MASSACHUSETTS FIRE DEPARTMENTS

  
           WASHINGTON - Senator Edward M. Kennedy and Representative             John W. Olver today announced $100,499 in funding for the Whately,             Barre and Russell Fire Departments. These funds are part of the Department             of Homeland Security's Office for Preparedness' Assistance             to Firefighters Grants program.

           "We're all reminded of the dangerous and enormously important           job our Firefighters do on a daily basis. They put their lives at risk           to help ensure the safety of their community. This funding will go           a long way in helping these brave men and women continue the extraordinary           job they do for all those in their communities," Senator Kennedy           said of the funding.

           "These grants are a welcome contribution to maintaining           the safety of firefighters and residents of the first Congressional           district," Olver said. "Small communities like these often           do not have the budget capacity to support critical needs such as training,           equipment and protective gear on their own. I am pleased that federal           funds have been awarded to help support our fire departments."

           These funds have been awarded to the Barre, Russell           and Whately Fire Departments as part of the Operations and Firefighter           Safety Program. Funding through this program can be used for training,           equipment, personal protective equipment, wellness and fitness, and           modifications to fire stations and facilities.

Barre Fire Department -- $16,799 for Fire Operations           and Firefighter Safety

           Russell Fire Department -- $37,800 for Fire Operations           and Firefighter Safety

           Whatley Fire Department -- $45,900 for Fire Operations           and Firefighter Safety
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